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is complete or reaches an inconvenient length, the paper carrying it

is cut from the roll and may be carried about or stored without dis-

turbing the ribbon on it. The apparatus may be pushed from the

microtome (while the paraffin block is being adjusted) without injur-

ing the ribbon already cut.

Legend: B, board; C, paper-clamp; K, knife; M, metal "U ;" R, paper.

The thin board, about 15x30 cm., and the rod on which the roll

of paper revolves, are clamped to a ringstand set on the table. On
the upper end of the board is slipped a tight-fitting "U," made from

a strip of sheet-metal 5 cm. wide, which extends between the two

uprights of the knife clamp. The end of the paper is brought up

around the curve of this "U" and weighted with a paper clamp.

When the ribbon reaches the end of the board it may be extended on

the table. —laboratory Nebraska wesleyan university.

SAFETY-RAZOR MICROTOMEBLAPES

B. H. Bentley (Ann. Bot., January, 191 1) recommends the

use of the Gillette safety razor blades in microtome work. By the use

of suitable steel supports he builds up a composite blade which has

the merit of such great cheapness that it can be discarded and re-

placed by another when dulled. They are therefore to be specially

recommended when large classes are to be taught the use of the

microtome, or where hard and gritty objects are to be sectioned.

It is claimed that the results obtained compare favorably with

those obtained by the use of regular blades.


